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PRIVATE BIRDWATCHING GUIDE

2-9

TAILOR-MADE ITINERARY

Special & flexible itineraries
Birding locations entrance fees included

IO  PRIVATE CANOE FOR SPECIAL EXCURSIONS
The number of days going further with the motorized canoe
depends on the length of the program

&2, BOXED LUNCHES AND/OR SNACKS

According to itinerary

EXCLUSIVE ATTRACTIONS ABOVE THE CANOPY

» Canopy Walk » Canopy Exploration Crane
» Kapok Tower » Danta Tower

BINOCULARS DURING THE PROGRAM

COMPLIMENTARY BOOK

“lllustrated Birds, An lllustrated Check List of 570 Species — Sacha Lodge”
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HABITATS COVERED

% SECONDARY FOREST
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4D / 3N SAMPLE ITINERARY (times are approximate)

DAY 1

* 09:00 - 13:00: Trip from Quito to Sacha Lodge

* 13:00 - 14:00: Lunch buffet

* 14:.00 - 15:30: Free time at the Lodge

* 15:30 - 18:00: Afternoon canoe excursion and Kapok Tower
* 18:40 - 19:25: Checklist of birds spotted during the day

+ 19:25 - 20:30: Dinner

* 05:00 - 05:30: Breakfast

* 05:30 - 11:30: Morning excursion to Canopy Walk

* 13:00 - 14:00: Lunch buffet

* 15:30 - 18:00: Afternoon canoe excursion

* 18:30 - 19:30: Night excursion

* 19:45 - 20:30: Dinner

* 20:30 - 21:00: Checklist of birds spotted during the day

DAY 3

* 05:00 - 05:30: Breakfast

¢ 06:45 - 06:55: Yasuni Parrot Lick

 07:10 - 08:10: Macaw Tree

* 08:20 - 09:20: River Islands

¢ 10:20 - 13:00: Yasuni Macaw Lick

¢ 13:00 - 14:00: Lunch at Yasuni Macaw Lick

* 14:00 - 15:00: Yasuni Macaw Lick trail walk

* 15:00 - 17:00: Return to the Lodge

* 18:40 - 19:20: Checklist of birds spotted during the day
* 19:30 - 20:30: Dinner

* 05:30 - 06:00: Breakfast
¢ 06:30 - 09:30: Trip back to Coca
e 10:45 - 11:30: Trip back to Quito
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6D / 5N SAMPLE ITINERARY (times are approximate)
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DAY 5

* 05:00 - 05:30: Breakfast

* 06:00 -12:30: La Providencia walk

¢ 12:30 - 13:30: Lunch at La Providencia

* 13:30 - 15:30: La Providencia walk

* 15:30 - 16:00: Return to the lodge

* 18:40 - 19:20: Checklist of birds spotted during the day
¢ 20:30 - 21:00: Dinner
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YASUNI MACAW LICK

Small viewing area overlooking a spring cascading into a
muddy pool, providing views of scarlet macaws, cobalt-
winged parakeets, orange-cheeked parrots, and

occasional sightings of mammals

Photos: Eric Le Go
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ACTIVITY INCLUDED ONLY IN PRIVATE BIRDING PACKAGES SACHA
L o D G E




Photo: Daniel Mideros

RIVER ISLANDS

Isolated habitats are home to unique bird

species and offer pristine landscapes perfect
for spotting spine tails, flycatchers, the black- bird species .

and-white antbird or the castlenau's antshrike.

ACTIVITY INCLUDED ONLY IN PRIVATE BIRDING PACKAGES |

These islands are renowned for their unique

ecological niches, hosting a diverse array of
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YASUN| PARROT LICK

Spectacle from the motorized canoe of the daily ritual of
hundreds of parrots gathering at the clay lick. Dusty-
headed parakeets, mealy and blue-headed parrots and

more can be observed having their mineral intake. .




MACAW TREE

Privileged spot to capture blue-and-yellow macaws, red-

billed macaws or chestnut-fronted macaws perched and

feeding of a tree.

Photos: Eric Le Go




CANOPY WALK

Three observation towers, each towering 94 feet (36 m)

high, are connected by a sturdy 940-foot long (275 m)
walkway. This setup provides an excellent vantage point
to spot numerous bird and animal species, including the
orange-winged parrot, red-bellied macaw, chestnut-
fronted macaw, purplish jacamar, great potoo, white-
throated toucan, many-banded aracari, and more.
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Photo: Alvin Cheung

SACHA



KAPOK TOWER

Incredible birding opportunities await from the
135-foot (43-meter) observation tower, a
platform constructed atop the tallest branches
of a massive kapok tree. As the tower is
surrounded by branches, it provides both
close-up views and a panoramic perspective

due to its height.
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Bird photos: Linnet Tse

Spot the opal-crowned tanager, green-and-
gold tanager, gilded barbet, lemon-throated
barbet, chestnut-eared aracari, and bare-

necked fruitcrow during your visit.
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CANOPY
EXPLORATION
CRANE

Elevate your birdwatching experience with the Canopy

Exploration Crane, standing 45 meters high with a 40-
meter boom that offers 360-degree rotation. This silent,
smooth-moving crane allows birders to glide through the

treetops, providing an unmatched vantage point to spot

Bird Photo:Linnet Tse
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DANTA TOWER

For a different perspective, the Danta Tower
places you within the canopy itself, at 22
meters high—offering an immersive experience
unlike other platforms that are above the
canopy. Located in a unique swamp habitat,

this tower provides birders with a rare

opportunity to observe species specific to this

environment.
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At eye level with the rainforest’s vibrant middle
layers, you’ll have the chance to spot birds like
the striking Masked Crimson Tanager, the
vibrant Orange-bellied Euphonia, and the
elusive Masked Tanager. This unique, within-
canopy vantage point offers an intimate view of
the forest’s mid-story inhabitants, capturing
the intricate dynamics of life beneath the

treetops.




TRAILS

Explore the Amazon rainforest with guided walks at
Sacha Lodge. Follow paths through tall trees and dense
greenery. Discover different habitats such as terrafirme
and varzea forest to encounter species like the plain-

throated antwren, the sooty antwren and much more.




CREEKS

Paddle through the intricate creek systems of the
Amazon rainforest. These creeks, surrounded by dense

varzea forest, are characterized by nutrient-rich waters

teeming with life. The lush riparian vegetation provides

essential habitat for various bird species, including the
chestnut woodpecker, American pygmy kingfisher, silver

antbird and more

Bird photos: Linnet Tse




Photo: Linnet Tse

NIGHT EXPEDITIONS

Experience the Amazon's enigmatic nocturnal
world through guided night walks, exploring
the rainforest's complex ecosystem after dark.
The forest at night reveals a different facet of
biodiversity, with various species adapted to
life in low-light conditions. any birds become
active at night, utilizing their enhanced senses
of hearing and sight to navigate the dark and
hunt for prey. The dense canopy and

understory provide cover and hunting grounds

for these creatures, creating a rich tapestry of
life that thrives when the sun goes down. The
nocturnal environment is characterized by
cooler temperatures and a different acoustic
landscape, as night birds call out to
communicate, establish territory, and locate
mates. At night, you have the opportunity to
observe species such as the great potoo, the
crested owl, the tawny-bellied screech owl and

more.
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FULL-DAY BIRDING
YASUNI

Introducing pristine trails in Nueva Providencia in Yasuni
National Park for a immersive full day of birding. This
guided birding excursion provides opportunities to
observe notable species such as wood creepers and the
rusty-belted tapaculo. Participants engage in two guided
walks throughout the day, and have a delicious boxed

lunch during the adventure.

COORDINATE THIS ACTIVITY WITH YOUR GUIDE

AT LEAST WITH 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE




IMPORTANT NOTES

« Sacha Lodge is committed to preserving the natural behaviors of
wildlife. Therefore, the reserve does not use feeders to attract birds or
other animals. All sightings occur in the animals' natural environment,
promoting authentic and sustainable wildlife encounters.

* Please note that some activities are weather permitting. The Amazon's
climate can be unpredictable, and safety is our top priority. In case of
bad weather, activities may be rescheduled or modified to ensure the
best possible experience.

«  While the itineraries for the Private Birding Package at Sacha Lodge are
tailor-made and highly flexible to suit your birdwatching preferences,
please be aware that coordination with other groups at the lodge is
necessary. This ensures that each group enjoys a secluded and
uninterrupted experience at key attractions.

« The list of birds sighted at Sacha Lodge is over 600. However, due to
the limited availability of spaces for plant growth and the scarcity of
food sources, the number of individuals of each species present tend
to be quite low. The rainforest cannot sustain large populations of the
total of species observed in Sacha Lodge. In fact, some bird species
may only have a single pair within our reserve, while certain migratory
species might only make brief stopovers for a day or tow each year.

*  While Sacha Lodge is located in one of the most biodiverse regions of
the Amazon, we cannot guarantee sightings of specific species. Wildlife
encounters are influenced by various factors, including time of year,
weather conditions, and the natural behaviors of the animals. Our
expert guides will do their best to maximize your chances of seeing the
region's incredible wildlife.
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